
Weekly Status & Information Report: 
Week of October 16-October 20, 2006 

  
1.  Street Restoration (Wards 1, 2 & 6): Willow Avenue was milled on Thursday, Oct. 
19, resurfacing has been scheduled for Monday, October 23.  Winchester Ave., two 
sections of New Hampshire Avenue Service Road and a section of Glenside Ave. are 
scheduled for milling and resurfacing earlier next week. (Public Works) 
  
2.  Officers in Training:   
 
- On October 16 & 17,  Det./Cpl. Andrew John, Police Information Officer, attended a two 
day Police Media Training Seminar.  The training is for police public information officers 
and media affairs personnel. 
  
- On October 16 & 17, A/Lt. Tyrone Collington and Ms. Denise Pullet attended training, 
entitled, “Executive Seminar-Interview and Interrogation” hosted by the Executive 
Development Institute of Maryland Police and Correctional Training Commission, in 
conjunction with Carroll Community College, in Westminster, Maryland.  
  
- On October 17, 2006, 16 Officers attended Session One of the 2006 In Service 
Training Program. On October 19, 2006, 18 Officers also attended Session One.   This 
Training is mandated by the Maryland Police Training Commission for officers to 
maintain their police certification.   Officers participated in class room instruction and 
practical exercises which included deployment of secondary weapons (the police baton 
and pepper spray) and  handcuffing techniques. 
  
- Officer Ernest Atwell was selected to attend a four week training course with the 
Department's K-9, Diesel. Upon successful completion, they will constitute the 
department's second K-9 team, in addition to Cpl. Largent and Shadow. (Police)  
  
3.  C-SAFE/HEATT:  On October 19, 2006, Ms. Mary Kendall of the CSAFE Initiative 
facilitated the monthly Heightened Enforcement, Accountability and Treatment Team 
meeting at the Crossroads Development Authority conference room.  Sgt Gilbert was 
also in attendance.  (Police)  
  
4.  Traffic Enforcement (Wards 2, 3, 4, & 6):  Officers conducted at least 35  traffic 
stops this week, 28 which ended in written citations. More than half of the stops were 
made on Maple, New Hampshire, and Poplar Avenues.  (Police)  
  
5.  Police Recruiting:  Two new recruit applicants will be attending the University of 
Maryland Police Academy, beginning on Monday, October 23rd. Academy training lasts 
usually around 6 months, to be followed by a three month Field Training program back 
here at TPPD.  (Police)  
  
6.   Golf Tournament:  The 5th annual Mike Morrissey Mulligan Madness charity golf 
tournament was held October 16.  Library staff members Gene Miller and Dave Burbank 
played in the tournament, which was followed by a reception and auction at Rumors 
Restaurant in Dupont Circle.  Preliminary projections were that more than $5000 was 
raised - all proceeds benefit the Takoma Park Library.  (Library) 
  



7.  College Bound Speakers:  The 7th Annual College Bound Speakers’ series 
concluded on October 18th with a discussion of the SATs by educator Dr. Ilhan Cagre 
and her son, Yahya Mokhtarzada.  Earlier presentations were on financial aid by Dr. 
Herm Davis and an overview of the college selection and application process by Dr. Lori 
Potts-Dupre.  (Library)  
  
8.  Spanish Time:  A new monthly Spanish story time series began on October 7th.  
Laura Kleinmann will present stories, songs and book discussion on the first Saturday of 
every month.  Our Thursday morning Circle Time in Spanish for preschoolers, given by 
Lupe Marks, is held the first and second Thursdays of each month.  (Library)  
  
9.  Special Program for Teens:  A special program to celebrate Teen Read Week was 
held by Children’s Coordinator Karen MacPherson on October 19th.  This informal ‘get-
together’ featured book discussion, crafts, prizes and snacks.  (Library) 
  
10.  What’s On CityTV?:  In the News:  City TV staff covered the Takoma Park 
Maryland Library's College Bound Series: SAT Prep on Wednesday, October 18; it 
should be running soon on City TV. Also covered this week was the latest Takoma Park 
Poetry Series featuring Matthew Salomon and Mary Carter Williams.  (City TV) 
  
11.  DCRA Vending Fair:  HCD staff attended a fair for vendors on Thursday with 
workshops and classes on accessing capital, writing a business plan and other small 
business development information.  DC has recently changed their Vending License and 
is informing vendors of these changes before implementing them in January 2007.  HCD 
is assisting in an evaluation of Takoma Park's current Peddler's Ordinance and licensing 
process. (Housing and Community Development) 
  
12.  Clean-up Main Street Takoma (City Wide):  The Old Takoma Business 
Association (OTBA) Main Street Takoma Design Committee invites residents, 
businesses and other interested volunteers to help pick up trash, clean off graffiti, weed, 
mulch, and plant at Takoma Junction, Laurel Avenue and the Triangle Park in the District 
Saturday, November 18 at 11 AM.   OTBA is a pre-approved Student Service Learning 
(SSL) organization and students participating in the event are eligible to earn required 
SSL credits towards graduation.  For more information, please contact Main Street 
Takoma at (240) 253-4229 or designcommittee@mainstreettakoma.org.  Information on 
how to obtain SSL credits can be viewed at http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/departments/ssl/  
(Housing and Community Development)  
  
13.  Landlord-Tenant Affairs (Ward 4):  Tenants residing at 7667 Maple Avenue, (Park 
View Towers) met with the Landlord-Tenant staff and the community organizer on 
Wednesday evening to discuss the Hardship Rent Increase Petition recently filed by the 
owner of the property.  The petition is requesting a 36% rent increase.  The tenants 
expressed concern about the increase and have decided to form a tenants association.  
Community organizers Rozanne Look and Mario Cristaldo will meet with the newly 
selected tenant steering committee to discuss issues that can be addressed by the 
association. (Housing and Community Development) 
  
14.  First Time Home Buyer Seminar - Saturday, October 21, 2006:  LEDC (Latino 
Economic Development Corporation) in partnership with the City of Takoma Park is 
sponsoring a First Time Home Buyer Seminar this Saturday, from 8:30am to 1:30pm in 
the Takoma Park Community Center Auditorium.  Speakers include a real estate agent, 



a bank representative and a person from  Maryland's "More House 4 Less" Program.  
The seminar is being offered at no cost and will be conducted in English.  Those 
attending will receive a certificate that qualifies them to participate in the county and 
state low interest loan programs. The next two seminars  (Spanish-April 14; English-May 
19) will be held in the spring of 2007.   For further information, contact Linda Walker at 
301.891.7222.  (Housing and Community Development) 
  
15.  Impact Silver Spring - Tuesday, October 24:  Impact Silver Spring, a community 
empowering non-profit organization, is sponsoring an event entitled "Opening New 
Doors" at the Takoma Park Community Center on October 24, from 7pm-9pm.  The 
purpose of the program is to share information about Montgomery County's services that 
are available to tenants and tenant groups and how to access these services.  Tenant 
rights, financial assistance and legal assistance are among the topics to be discussed.  
To register for this program, call IMPACT, Silver Spring at 301.495.3336 or e-mail 
seble@impactsilverspring.org.  (Housing and Community Development) 
  
16.  Main Street Takoma Facade Improvement Program Seminar (Ward 1 & 3):  A 
seminar for business property owners and businesses in Old Town and Takoma 
Junction will be held to introduce and explore advantages and opportunities offered by 
the facade matching grants on Friday, October 27. 2006 AT 9 AM at Middle Eastern 
Cuisine.  This seminar will provide information on how to receive a portion of the 
$75,000 currently available.  To R.S.V.P. or for more information, please call (240) 253-
4229, or e-mail: 
DESIGNCOMMITTEE@MAINSTREETTAKOMA.ORG. (Housing and Community 
Development) 
   
17.  New Glass Exhibit at the Community Center (City-wide):  The work of Nina Falk, 
local artist and Artist-in-Residence at the Henry Luce lll Center for the Arts and Religion, 
Wesley Theological Seminary, can be viewed at the Community Center through 
November.  The exhibit features both art glass and functional pieces. Also featured at 
the Community Center is the jewelry of Kathy Breckbill and the artwork of students of 
Katie Dell Kaufman.  (Housing and Community Development) 
  
18.  Landlord Certification Seminar (City-wide):  The monthly Landlord Certification 
Seminar was held Thursday, October 19.  Of the ten individuals in attendance, five were 
landlords with 2 to 20 rental units and five were prospective landlords investigating the 
possibility of either purchasing rental property in Takoma Park or renting their current 
single family residencefor the first time.  Evaluation forms completed by the participants 
indicate that they found the overall seminar to be helpful and informative.  Two 
exceptions to the positive evaluation were the Tenant Opportunity to Purchase segment 
of the seminar (one current landlord did not find the topic to be helpful) and a comment 
from one of the prospective landlords who felt the time allocated for the seminar was 
inadequate.  (Housing and Community Development) 
  
19.  October Poetry Reading (City-wide):  The monthly poetry reading, hosted by Poet 
Laureate Don Berger and sponsored by the Arts and Humanities Commission, was held 
on Thursday, October 19.  The event featured the work of local poets Mary Carter 
Williams and Matthew Salomon and was well attended with 25 people participating. 
(Housing and Community Development) 
  



20.  2007 Poetry Reading Series (City-wide):  A total of 45 submissions from area 
poets were received in response to a call for poetry for the 2007 poetry reading series.  
The calendar for the new series will be released later next month.  (Housing and 
Community Development) 
  
21.  Open Studio Tour and Holiday Art Sale (City-wide):  The Arts and Humanities 
Commission, in partnership with ASalon, are soliciting local Arts for its Saturday, 
December 16 studio tour and holiday art sale.  If you are interested in participating in the 
event and would like to open your studio for the tour or show your work at the 
Community Center, please contact the AHC at 301.891.7224 or by email at 
ahc@takomagov.org.  Registrations are due Monday, November 20.  (Housing and 
Community Development) 
 


